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This GUIDE lists 37 buildings and places of historical interest
within the city limits of Bristow. Historical buiiding names are used
for identification with current names or principal cccupants
contained in parenthesis.

Before 1896, the area around what is now Bristow was occupied by
the Creek Indians. In 1896, however, the Indians took allotments
and gave up part of their iand for white settlement. The land couid
not actually be sold but a deed far possession or a leasehold from
a Creek Indign could be obtained. In 1897, the St. Lovis and San
Francisco Railroad began the extension of its rail from Sapulpa to
Oklahoma City. This was the red beginning of Bristow, and a small
trading post was established at this time.

In 1898, Bristow was granted a post office ; the first mail was
delivered to Brisiow on May 30, 1898.

. 7he McSOUD BUILDING (1922) was operated as a drug store
on the ground floor with a barer shop and a pool hall i the
basement  The upstairs was reportedly the first “modern” hotel

- with yp-to date plumbing.

2 Jhe HOUSE OF CHARM (Coyte Computer) BUILDING
(1904-10) was the “cheap theatre” i [9/0. It was powered by a
gasoline engine and a small dyramo in the basement

2 BOWMAN DRY GOODs (D & D Office) BUILDING (1902-0%)
was constructed as retail stores It (s one of the earliest
commeraal structures still standing.

4 Jhe STONE (Western Auvto) BUILDING (1906) was the first
brick commercial bulding i Bristow. AH. Stone, “the Hardware
Man’, continved business here for over fifly years.

5 The NAODERN HOTEL (Mckay Carpet) BUILDING  (1920-23)
was built as a hoie! for attomeys who came to Bristow on circurt fo
try cases and for the ojifield warfers who worked on the wells.
When the oiifield workers rented the rooms, they were rented
three bimes a day as the shifts changed.

6 TheR.S. HOUSE (Brace’s) BUILDING [ate 1920's) was first
used ds an aeronaviical school Later it was leased to
Montgomery Ward's and J.C. Pemney s. House was an early settler
who made his fortume seiling farm implements. Mrs. House
headed the WCTU and led a by prohibition movement.

7 The FIRESTONE (Mounce’s) BUILDING (1924-29) was tuit as
a gasofine service station and has not been changed greatly since
that time. Nole the unusval brickwork.

8 7TheRL JONES (Auction House) BUILDING (/922) was buit
Sy the Jones family as their corporate offices. The first Hoor heid
their offices as well as ane of #e first radio siations in the siate-
KFJK. The upper floors were family lnng quarters and there was
a large balireom for entertainig

9. 7he CREEK MASONIC BUILDING (19/8) was a gift from 8.8,
Jones and is stil in use as @ Masonic Lodge today. During Wiy [
BB Jones reportedly had $2000,000 in Liberty Bonds,

0. The BRISTOW MOTOR CO./LIST MOTOR SUPPLY (Boiin
Ford) BUILDING (1923) was the first building in the block A
vnique Modlel T~ Ford tire and whee! molif adorns the four
comers of the bulding. It is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

il The BRISTOW LIBRARY BUILDING (/923). 7The Culture Clup
started the Library i 1912 wiih 5 cents per month dues  The
interior has original wood floors, brick fireplace, and beavtiful
curved woodien check-out counter:

2 The DIAL-CARMAN (Star Video) BUILDING (1920-23) An
art dieco style bulding, the ground floor was first occupied by the
Katz Department Store and later Safeway. Upstairs offices with
fine marble details, were occupred by severdl oil companies:
Sinclair, Gulf Kirchner, and Frierson and lawyers and dentists

/3. BRISTOW RECORD (Daylight Donuts) BUILDING (/904-10)
was oniginally a general store. In 1920 it housed the Bnistow Record
, the first long term newspaper.

4 7he FIRST NATIONAL BANK (77m Johnson, Atty.) BUILDING
(1917). Onginally the Farmers-Merchants Bank; it became the
First National Bank in 1902. The bank faled in 1928, reportedly a
result of the oif boorn/bust

/5. The ABRAHAM (Blue Front) BUILDING (1902) was the first
commercial bulding buit by Syrian immigrant merchant, Joe
Abraham. It was one of the first permanent structures buit on
the townsite.

6. COPPEDGE DRUG (Sister Act) (1903) One of the oldest
permanent commercial structures still standing, this bulding was
constructed and in business by 1903 when Dr. BT, Coppedge
established his drug store.

7. FARMERS STATE BANK (Bxpress Personnel) (19/0) was bult
on the site of the Conger Opera House that burned in 1909. The
third floor was used as a hospital duning a Worfd War I Spanish
tl epraemic.  The buldling was occupied by OG & E for many
years,

8. GILLESPIE HOME (House Unique) (1901) This brick residence
was built by 7. W. Hendntks who had built four brick houses in a
row on 4th Street. then known as Brick Row. Ullyses Grant and
Eva Gillespie bought the home in 190! The bricks on the house
were madee in Bristow.

/9. BRISTOW FLORAL CO. (Bristow Fower Shop)(I920-23) was
used for orfices for the Sristow Floral Co. The building has always
been used as a tloral business,

20. BRISTOW TRAIN DEPOT (1923-29) The granting of ¢ gost
office and the promise by the Fristo Rairoad to establish a sepol
11 1858 were two of the important factors in establishing 8nistow as
a permanent Gy, Cofton, peanuts, and ail were all stipped from
Bristow  William Jenmings Bryan was here i 1908. Harry Truman
delivered a whistle stop speech here while campaigning, and Gene
Avtry was once employed at the depot.

2. ROLAND HOTEL (1923) was buit by /A Rollestone and C.L.

Freeland, two pioneer oiimen  This hotel buiding was the home of
radio station KFRU, which later became KVOO, founded by Cdwin

H Rollesione. In 1927 passenger elevators were installed At one
time, Gene Avtry broadcast a radio show from this bulding.

22 U.S. POST OFFICE (1995). On Apni 25, 1898 Joseph Little
Bristow, a U.8. Senator from Kansas, helped obtain permission for
a post office in Brisiow  The present buiding was buit to replace
the outdated post orfice on Fast 8th Streer and has remained
unchanged since it construction,

23, 7he BOTTLING PLANT (Pecan and Ag) BUILDING (1926)
was constructed by Joe Abraham for use as a Dr. Pepper bottling
plant. It was a pecan shelling plant in the 950's. The sugar bins
of the bottling plant are stil in place

2% The JOE ABRAHAM HOME (1903) was built of native
sandstone for Mr. Abraham, his wite and five children. His first
commercial building on Main Street is built of the same sandstone

 which was mined focally. Mr. Abraham was instrumental in the

developrment of commerce in Bristow, having bult several of the
first commercial bulddings in the town.

25 AMERICAN LEGION-KLINGENSMITH POST (19392) was
named for Peter Klngensmith who was the first Bristow man killed
in World War [ The $75,000 structure was built by R L. Jones to
provide work for local people and was presented lo the ¢ty as a
gift

26, The former BRISTOW HIGHSCHOOL BUILDING (/924) was
reportedly built at a cost of 3130,000. For many years Brisiow also
operated a junior college in this buiding,

27 The CHRISTIAN CHURCH (/920) was one of the oldest
congregations in 8ristow, having their first church bulding east of
Main street on 9th in 1899, It was reportedly the st church
buiding i Bristow.

28, The PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (1922) 7he Prestyterian
Church was orgamzed in 1917 and originally occupied a rrame
building fo ihe west of the current church. This church, cesianed
by Scottish pastor -Or. [Fomas Murray, is isied on i5e Natonal
Register of Historic Places. Notice the beaubitul Tirfany windows,
29. ST. GEORGE EPISCOPAL CHURCH (1903).  7his righ
Victorian Gothic style church bldg. was buit an Creek Inaran fend
by a weaithy Englishman, Thomas Cundy. [he pews and orcan still

insige, wihvch were already ofd in 1903, were donated by crurches in
Oklahoma Ciiy and Chandler.

30, ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC CHURCH (1924) was formed in
1903 when they first met in homes. In 1927 St Joseoh's opened a
sthool in the buiding

3 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH (1921) was organized by (2 people
meeting in a home. In 1903 members buit a wivte frame church
bulding, and later in 192/ the present building was buit

3/ ALBERT KELLY, SR. HOME (7903) was purchased from Clad
Purdy. It was occupied by bachetors Clad Purdy, Albert Kelly and
Ed Rollestone.

32 The JONES ESTATE was the home of Mrs. Allie Brown Jones,
widow of Montfort Jones who was a pioneer oif man.  Their first
family home, a large two storey sandstone buiding was across the
street and dismantled after Mr. Jones’ death.

A charitable trust fund was set up after Mrs. Jones death and
continves fo fund many improvement projects for the aty of
Bristow.

33. The W L. CHEATHAM HOME was among  the earfiest homes
in Bristow. Mr. Cheatham was city attorney beginming in 1904

34 RELVUE-R.L JONES HOME (19/7) R L Jones along with his
brothers Montfort and 8.8, were sigmficant contributors to the
growth of Bristow. R L. first came here in 1903 and was Creek
Counly Treasurer prior to being involved in the oil business. The
home had a private pool and tennis courts and is stil owned by a
member of lhe Jones family. (Aecross Huwy. ¥ #rom wolmart)

35 The AMPHITHEATER (1997) was buit &y the CCC and the
NYA, one of the first youth projects completed  Eleanor Roosevelt
came to Bristow to dedicate the project in March (937,

36. SMALLWOOD HOUSE s the former home of Norma
Smaliwood Miss Amentca of 1925, She was the first wife or
Thomas Giicrease of Giicrease Museurn fame.

37. WASHINGTON SCHOOL  sis on the site of ihe orginal
highschool Built in 1903, Steps and’ a Ajiching post from the origina
school are still isible 4t /st and Apkr)



